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Amendments 

Please amend the application as follows: 

In the Claims; 

Please cancel claims ^9-65~and'add-tlieTollG\ving-new- claims: 

66. (New) A method of reducing the quantity of dust generated by a drywall joint 
compound, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a drywall joint compound comprising at least 50% by wet weight filler, 
no greater than 20% by wet weight binder, and water; and 

(b) adding between 1.5% and 6.0% by wet weight dust reducing additive consisting 
essentially of oil to the drywall joint compoiuid, thereby to reduce the quantity of 
dust generated by the hardened drywall joint compound by at least 50%; 

(New) A method of reducing the quantity of dust generated by a drywall joint 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a drywall joint compound consisting essentially of filler, binder, and 
water; and 

adding a sufficient quantity of dust reducing additive to the drywall joint 
compound to reduce the quantity of dust generated by the hardened drywall joint 
compound by at least 50%. 

68. (New) A method of reducing the quantity of dust generated by a drywall joint 
compound, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a drywall joint compound consisting essentially of filler, binder, and 
water which when allowed to harden and tested as described in this specification, 
generates a quantity of airborne particles having a size of less than 10 microns 
which is at least than 75 mg/w?; and 

(b) adding a sufficient quantity of dust reducing additive to the drywall joint 
compound to reduce the quantity of dust generated by the hardened drywall joint 
compound by at least 50%. 
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69. (New) A method of reducing the quantity of dust generated by a drywall joint 
compound, comprising the steps of: 

' " (a) - providing a drywall joint conipound comprising filler, water, and at least one a 
defoamer, wetting agent, preservative, fungicide, and binder; and 
(b) adding a sufficient quantity of dust reducing additive to the drywall joint 

compound to reduce the quantity of dust generated by the hardened drywall joint 
compound by at least 50%. 

70. (New) The method of claim 69, wherein the drywall joint compound of step (a), 
which when allowed to harden and tested as described in this specification, generates a quantity 
of airborne particles having a size of less than 10 microns which is at least than 75 mg/m^. 

71 . (New) A method of reducing the quantity of dust generated by a drywall joint 
compound, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a drywall joint compoimd which when allowed to harden and tested as 
described in this specification, generates a quantity of airborne particles having a 
size of less than 10 microns of at least 75 mg/m^; 

(b) adding a sufficient quantity of dust reducing additive to the drywall joint 
compound to reduce the quantity of dust generated by at least 50%. 

72. (New) A method of reducing the quantity of dust generated by a drywall joint 
compoimd, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a complete and fimctional drywall joint compound; and 

(b) adding a sufficient quantity of dust reducing additive to the drywall joint 
compound to reduce the quantity of dust generated by the hardened drywall joint 
when sanded. 
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73. (New) A method of reducing the quantity of dust generated by a drywall joint 
compound, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a drywall joint compound substantially free of dust reducing additive; 
an d_ 

(b) adding a sufficient quantity of dust reducing additive to the diywall j dint 
compound to reduce the quantity of dust generated by the hardened drywall joint 
when sanded. 

74. (New) A method of reducing the quantity of dust generated by a drywall joint 
compound, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a drywall joint compound containing dust reducing additive in a 
quantity insufficient to reduce the quantity of dust generated by the hardened joint 
compound when sanded; and 

(b) adding dust reducing additive to the drywall joint compound in a quantity 
sufficient to reduce the quantity of dust generated by the hardened drywall joint 
when sanded. 



